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INTRODUCTION

Beirut Arab University is a private institution for higher education 

founded by Al-Bir Wal Ihsan in 1960 with academic affiliation to 

Alexandria University, Egypt. Since its foundation, the university 

has persisted in pursuing the path of planning and development 

in the educational service of Lebanon and the Arab Region, as well 

as keeping up with contemporary trends in academic research in 

higher education. Consequently, in order to uphold its role in con-

tinually providing knowledge and education for one and all, the 

university spread out from its main campus in Beirut to the Deb-

bieh campus in the Kharoub region,  inaugurated in 2006,  to the 

capital of the North, Tripoli, where teaching will start on campus in 

2010, as well as to the Beka’a Governorate where land was bought 

in 2007 to construct yet another campus with  service centers to 

cater for the local and regional community.

The expansion outside Lebanon to Alexandria in Egypt resulted in a 

branch of the university which fulfils the educational needs of 5000 

students of various Arab nationalities. In 2008, the buildings were 

refurbished and now include up-to-date laboratories, lecture halls 

and a library.

Because of the rich agricultural land and the economic and indus-

trial potential in the Beka’a, the university decided to provide, 

alongside higher education, a Center for Environmental Studies         

(The Green House). 

    The Green House
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Bekaa Landscape

The Center for Environmental Studies

( The Green House)

The Center serves different purposes. It is home to environmental 

research and studies, a place for holding symposia and guidance 

meetings,  as well as a training center for everything connected to 

the environment in all its forms. It is situated in the middle of the 

Beka’a Valley at a vital geographical point which connects Lebanon 

to the Arab Republic of Syria, and through this latter country to the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and other countries which share this 

fertile plane with all its natural resources, especially water.

Location of the Green House

The Center for Environmental Studies is located in Jdita in the 

Beka’a Governorate, on the international Chtaura-Damascus Road. 

The area of the land is 184,275 meters squared.



                                                                                5  Preliminary Study - Center for  Environmental Studies - BAU  Bekaa Region

The Green House

Objectives of the Center

The Center aims at giving consultations and other services that are 

concerned with the environment. These include holding training ses-

sions, informative symposia and guidance meetings. All aspects of 

environmental science and research which contribute to the      local 

and regional development of the area will be given through the four 

following items:

1-The Scientific /environmental item

2- The Economic/environmental item

3- The Social/environmental item

4- The Health/environmental item

1-   The Scientific / Environmental Item

This item deals with carrying out specialized scientific studies con-

nected to the environment some of which are:

a. Various kinds of pollution and ways of overcoming them

b. Environmental Impact Assessment

c. Environmental Planning Management

d. Plant and Animal interaction

e. Laying future plans for the area based on studies and research in 

compliance with environmental preservation        

Public Library:

Setting up a public library rich in miscellaneous references, periodi-

cals and data bases which concern the area and its surroundings so 

that it may be an environmental  information center for the com-

munity.

Supporting Serious Research: 

Research in the following areas is encouraged and supported:

a. Developmental strategies and the environment, especially those 

concerned with problems regarding water expanses, potable water, 

and the dangers connected to production arising from the high rise 

of river water levels.

b. River Environmental Research especially that of the Litani River 

and management of its environmental system for maximum use.

c. The use of biological programs for agricultural lands instead of 

pesticides.

d. The physiology of local plants and its effect on the rise of carbon 

dioxide levels in the areaBekaa Land
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Bekaa Land

Holding Informative Guidance Meetings:

This is done in order to familiarize the local community with                     

the following:

a. Treaties concerning the environment such as the Treaty of            

Stockholm,1974, and Rio de Janiero,1992 etc.

b. Campaigns and studies organized by the United Nations                            

Environmental Program

c. The different water resources in the area and how they are               

polluted, how to clean them up and make the best use of them

d. Water connected problems and their resultant danger on the 

health of the community and the environment in the area

e. Problems in agriculture resulting from the use of pesticides

f. Problems of over-use of energy and guidance as to proper use

g. Types of water pumps and how to use them and which  to choose 

for use etc

Offering Miscellaneous Consultations:

The Center offers various environmental consultations. Through 

training sessions supervised by local and international specialized 

environmental organizations it trains and prepares local experts for 

the service of the area.

2-  The Economic / Environmental Item

This item deals with offering consultations to farmers and the local 

community as to marketing products locally or abroad by

a. Carrying out studies especially for small projects support ,which 

are most suitable for the nature and means of the local community 

in the Beka’a, most important of which are feasibility studies in:

   1. Concepts and classifications of feasibility studies

    2. Technical and engineering feasibility studies which include choice     

of locality of projects, definition of its production capacity, choice 

of kind and number of machinery and the effect of the proposed 

project on the environment

  3. Financing feasibility studies

  4. Evaluative feasibility studies where the acceptance or refusal of      

a proposed project is dependent upon several different evaluative 

methods

b. Supporting farmers and small project owners and training them in 

logistics required by agriculture such as:

  1. The importance of packaging and wrapping agricultural products 

in accordance with environmental protection needs
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 Green Carpet
in Bekaa Land

  2. Storage of agricultural products

  3. The importance of transportation in these projects

  4. Defining logistic problems that face agricultural products for        

export

c. Holding Informative Guiding Sessions to help those setting up 

small projects in the following way:

  1. Choosing the most suitable project for the area

  2. Reconciling tendencies, skills and acquired experience

  3. Carrying out feasibility studies concerning projects with bad        

environmental effects

d. Marketing local agricultural products through consultations that 

help farmers and the local community know how and in what ways 

to sell their products locally and abroad.

3- The Social / Environmental Item

This item deals with:

  1. Carrying out social surveys and studies that

     a. Investigate the  state of psychological health and the social        

reality of males, females and children living in the area and the effect 

of these on the environment. 

This will result in data which encompasses

i- the levels of social and gender equality in the area and  whether 

and if they exist at all

ii- the nature of traditions and customs in the area and their role in 

supporting or hindering development

iii- the effect of curricula and teaching methods in the Beka’a on   chil-

dren

iv- the effect of family size and type on the community in the area

v- types of communication and social relations in the area

vi- the effect of health literacy and psychological stress on the social 

community

2. a. Providing psychological and social counseling for those suffer-

ing psychological traumas as a result of recurrent wars and showing 

symptoms of social and psychological disharmony.

    b. Providing counseling of other kinds such as in the negative conse-

quences of marriage with family relations, care for the handicapped 

and the elderly, and care for orphans

3. Organizing informative guidance meetings in order to

   a. Clarify how values and ethics can contribute positively to society 

and how on the other hand some customs and traditions can have a 

negative effect
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   b. Show the effect of historical sites in the area can impact commu-

nication and exchange with the outside world 

4. Running training sessions for social workers in 

   a. Family Guidance

   b. Prevention of youth depravation

   c. Facing stress and crises

   d. Preparing social workers for leadership

   e. Spreading environmental awareness amongst young and old

   f. Setting up workshops in schools for preparation of an environ-

ment conscious generation 

4-  The Health / Environmental Item

This item deals with providing field related studies and medical sur-

veys of widespread diseases in the Beka’a area such as

a. Brucellosis which results from eating unpasteurized goats’ cheese 

and drinking unpasteurized goat’s milk

b. Salmonella in all its forms including typhoid

c. Tuberculosis

d. Tooth decay and its connection to the concentration of fluoride in 

Beka’a drinking water

Holding Meetings for Medical Guidance:

Spreading hygiene amongst the community of the Beka’a especially 

regarding:

a. Diseases particular to agricultural areas and protection from 

them

b. Preservation of medicine at home and its protection from heat, 

light and humidity which have an effect on its efficacy

c. Interaction of herbs and food with medicines

d. The wise and safe use of medicines

e. Oral and dental hygiene and prevention of tooth decay

Consultations in Public health:

         Consultations in public health are dependent upon previously 

done medical surveys and studies; for example the importance of 

medicinal herbs that are plentiful in all parts of the Beka’a and how 

to best make use of them in ways that are environment protective.

Bekaa Land
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البيت البيئي    

    The Green House

Specifications of the Center

The building of the Center for Environmental Studies comprises 

two floors, a ground floor and a first floor; the area of each floor 

is 660, the total area being 1320 meters square. It includes all the 

necessary facilities to serve research guidance and training. It has 

rooms which serve as multi-service offices, lecture halls that seat 

40 to 120 people and laboratories equipped for all practical and 

applied purposes; this in addition to reception halls and common 

rooms, a public library and rooms for social functions. Construction 

has already started and the building is expected to be ready for use 

in April 2009. It is equipped with

a.  Six offices 60 meters square 

b.  Three laboratories 70 meters square 

c.  A library 20 meters square

d.  Five lecture halls 300 meters square

e.  Other areas 600 meters square

This is shown in the following architectural drawings

Architectural Drawing 1

Architectural drawing 2
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Architectural Drawing 1
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Architectural drawing 2
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Participating Organizations

1- CNRS (Centre National des Recherches Scientifiques)

2- UNEP ( United Nations Environment Project)

3- Other organizations currently being contacted

Supporting Organizations

1- Ministry of the Environment

2- UNESCO ( United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural )

3- LRA ( Litani National Authority)

4- Other organizations currently being contacted
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Conclusion

Beirut Arab University through its Center for Environmental Stud-

ies ( Green House-Beka’a) will place all its resources and academic 

expertise in the hands of the public and private sectors to ensure 

the utmost in production and quality in developmental research 

plans which we hope will reflect positively on the environment, 

locally and regionally.



Beirut Arab University

Main Campus: Beirut - Tarik el Jedideh - Omar FAroukh Street 

Tel: +961 1 818299 / Fax: +961 1 818402

P. O. Box: 11 50 20 - 1107 2809

Website: www.bau.edu.lb                                   Email: bau@bau.edu.lb


